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COMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Sunday, December 15, 2014, Start time 7:30 AM
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Cedar Waxwing--Photo by Brenda J.  Jones
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RECENT EVENTS 

FALL FOLIAGE WALK

October 19, 2014

On a bright and chilly Sunday afternoon, Trustee Karen Linder led a small group through the Kingston Cemetery, along Academy Street and down Basin Street to the Locktender’s House, finding much to admire along the way.  
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KGA TRAILS DAY PROJECT

Saturday, June 7, 2014

To celebrate National Trails Day, volunteers cleared away a tree and other debris blocking the flow of Heathcote Brook under the old stone bridge in the Cook Natural Area.  It was a cool way to spend a warm day. Many thanks to our industrious crew!

[image: image6.jpg]



    Trekking tools to the site
         


           Under the bridge

ANNUAL MEETING AND PROGRAM—

NATURAL BEAUTY: SOMERSET COUNTY PARKS
Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Clifford Zink, award-winning historian, preservation consultant, and author, gave a presentation on the subject of his latest book, NATURAL BEAUTY: SOMERSET COUNTY PARKS. He traced the development of Somerset County’s park system from its roots in the agricultural past through its evolution over six decades into a countywide network of 26 parks encompassing more than 13,500 acres.  These parks include the Environmental Education and Equestrian Centers at Lord Stirling Park, the horticultural centers at Colonial Park and Leonard J. Buck Garden, the Torpey Athletic Center, and the Neshanic Valley Golf Course. The Parks also contain exceptional landscapes and natural areas like Natirar and Sourland Mountain Preserve, the largest county park in New Jersey.
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NEWS

HEATHCOTE FARM DEVELOPMENT

The development on the hill adjacent to the Cook Natural Area has received a use variance, although variances will also need to be secured for adjacent property.  Once that happens, the preliminary and final site plan will be prepared for review and approval.  As part of the arrangement, what is known as the sledding hill will be deeded so as to be permanently accessible to the public as will a path from Spruce Lane to the Cook Natural Area.  The future homeowners’ association will be responsible for maintaining the hill, thus removing the burden of care from the township while providing a wonderful community space for winter recreation.  

We will review the site plans when they are available; however, we are pleased to note that the developer has already responded to our request for denser screening with rows of evergreens.  He is also very open to creating connections to paths, both current and proposed, in the Mapleton Preserve Trail Plan.  In addition, careful attention will be given to pedestrian crossings and an improved Cook Natural Area parking lot with safer access.  There are also plans to create interpretive signs in cooperation with the Kingston Historical Society.

PUBLIC QUESTION #2

On November 4th, Public Question #2 passed by a resounding 65% majority. For the first time in history, New Jersey will have a long-term, stable source of funding for the state’s Green Acres, Blue Acres, farmland and historic preservation programs, and stewardship. KGA has worked hard over several years as part of the New Jersey Keep It Green Coalition to help craft and promote a bill that could be passed by both the Senate and Assembly, and win a place on the ballot as a constitutional amendment for the voters of New Jersey to decide. With all funds from the last bond measure in 2009 fully allocated, the need to restore such funding--and retain the mechanism for managing it--was more critical than ever.  
That is the good news. The not so good news is that the dedication of a percentage of Corporate Business Tax (CBT) revenues amounts to lesser amounts than we had originally hoped for, and that our state parks lost crucial funding. The State Park Service currently has a backlog of urgent projects of over $400 million. Because of diversions of its former CBT-sourced funds to repair damage wrought by Hurricane Sandy, it will probably not be able to address the backlog for several years.  In the months to come, we will continue to partner with Coalition members to press strongly for implementing legislation that provides adequate funding for parks.  

PSE&G SUBSTATION

A proposed substation on Princeton University-owned land has been contested by neighbors living on Ridge Road, Greenwood Avenue, and Railroad Avenue.  After several lengthy hearings, the plan received a yes vote (6 to 1) from the South Brunswick Planning Board on December 3rd.  Of special concern to the objectors were lighting, noise, screening, adequacy of the access drive, flooding in low-lying areas, intrusions into the buffer zone, lack of an environmental impact statement, and reduction in residential property values.  

Preliminary and final site plan approvals will be subject to the utility’s satisfactory addressing of deficiencies in various aspects of the proposed installation.  

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

The more our members participate in our work, the greater our scope can be, and the more we can accomplish.  If you are interested in taking a more active role in KGA, please get in touch with me at tari@kingstongreenways.org.

With best wishes for the winter season and the year to come,

Tari Pantaleo

President, Kingston Greenways Association

http://kingstongreenways.org/
The Kingston segment of this year's Audubon Christmas Bird Count begins at 7:30 AM at the Locktender’s House on the D&R Canal in Kingston, and goes until noon.  After a break for lunch at Main Street Cafe, we will continue with the count in the afternoon. 





You can join us for morning, afternoon, or both.  Experienced birders and novices are equally welcome to participate.  If you are interested, give Karen Linder a call (609-683-0483) or an email (karen.e.linder@gmail.com) for more information and to register.
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Natural Beauty is available at the Somerset County Park Commission Headquarters 355 Milltown Road, Bridgewater NJ 08807 for a $40 donation. For more information, call 908-722-1200, ext. 236.  We recommend the book, and a visit to any or all of these parks!











